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rooms, and to the constant migration (partly seasonal) of labourers
and artisans to London - cause and effect being inextricably inter-
mixed.
Although eighteenth-century London was incredibly dirtier, more
dilapidated and more closely-built than it afterwards became, was there
no compensation in its greater compactness, the absence of straggling
suburbs, the ease with which people could take country walks? This is
at least doubtful. The roads round London were neither very attractive
nor very safe. The land adjoining them was watered with drains and
thickly sprinkled with laystalls and refuse heaps. Hogs were kept in
large numbers on the outskirts and fed on the garbage of the town."
A chain of smoking brick-kilns surrounded a great part of London and
in the brickfields vagrants lived and slept, cooking their food at the
kilns. It is true that there was an improvement as the century went on.
In 1706 it was said of the highways,
... tho* they are mended every summer, yet everybody knows that for a mile
or two about this City, the same and the ditches hard by are commonly so
full of nastiness and stinking dirt, that oftentimes many persons who have
occasion to go in or come out of town, are forced to stop their noses to avoid
the ill-smell occasioned by it... .10°
In 1751 Corbyn Morris remarks that the roads round London had
gready improved of late.101 But footpads and vagrants made the roads
and fields round London unsafe, except on Sundays, when numbers
gave safety and the people streamed in crowds to the various tea-
gardens and pleasure resorts near the town.
Graziers, cow-keepers, hog-keepers, brickmakers, scavengers, night-
men, nursery- and market-gardeners monopolized most of the land
round London. There were certain fields more or less given up to sports,
such as the Long Fields (or Field of Forty Footsteps), east of Totten-
ham Court Road, behind Montague House, but the sports attracted the
roughest of the community - they were dog-fighting, badger-baiting,
bull-baiting and the like.102 Tothill Fields, in Westminster, or 'Turtle
Downs', was used as a dumping ground fpr filth, and swine prowled
about on it. At the beginning of the nineteenth century it is described
as the 'campus martins of blackguardism*9lQ3-9od was almost, if not
quite, the last place in London where bull-baiting was regularly carried

